NJ State HSPA Language Arts Exam

March 2, 3, & 4, 2010
Task 1:  Expository Writing 
Time:  30 minutes

Task:  Students will write a multi-paragraph expository essay in response to a quotation, statement, or aphorism concerning the nature of man or the life experience.  Students are to back up their ideas with examples from literature, history, science, film, or their own experience or observation.
Task 2:  Reading/Narrative Text

Time:  50 minutes

Task:  Students will read a previously published narrative story and answer 10 multiple choice questions and 2 open-ended questions.

Task 3:  Writing/Persuade

Time:  60 minutes

Task:  Students will write in response to a current controversy related to an interpersonal, school/community, or societal issue.  This piece of writing may be required to be in the form of a letter, a formal essay, an editorial, or a speech.

Task 4:  Reading/Persuasive Text  

Time:  45 minutes

Task:  Students will read a persuasive piece from a previously published text.  They will then answer 10 multiple choice questions and 2 open-ended questions.

The HSPA will repeat two of the above tasks, for a total of six.  The state does not announce beforehand which of the two tasks will be repeated on this year’s administration of the test.

