PHS PTSA MEETING MINUTES

November 15, 2011

_________________________________________________________________________
The meeting was called to order at 7:17pm by PTSA President, Jennifer McVea.

TRESURER’S REPORT:  Roberta Cooper reported that the PTSA General Fund account opening balance is $7.099.41 with an available balance of $9,021.43.  There are a couple of outstanding expenditures that have not yet been paid.  Roberta reported that the PHS PTSA Project Graduation account balance to-date is $3,248.57.
MINUTES:  Minutes from the May 3, 2011 PTSA Meeting and the September 26, 2011 PTSA Meeting were previously distributed electronically and also available at this meeting.  There were no questions or comments regarding the minutes from either meeting, and they were approved as written.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Carol Barnhart read a thank-you note from Laura Zarkoskie and John Falduti thanking the PTSA for the Teachers’ Breakfast.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Ms. Betz stated that there was great participation in “Pink Out Day” from both students and staff in support of breast cancer awareness.   Ms. Betz also reported that the presentations of the Rachel’s Challenge program were very well received by students, family and friends. A club has been formed at PHS to continue the challenge to make a positive change in the way we treat others.   PHS and Parsippany Hills are planning on doing a project together in support of Rachel’s Challenge.

Ms. Betz thanked the Key Club for organizing Halloween at the High which was held on November 4 instead of October 31 due to the weather.  Ms. Betz stated that the Powder Puff football game is going to be held on 11/21/11 at 4pm instead of in the Spring as in previous years.  A couple reasons for the change:  one - since it is a football game, Powder Puff should be held closer to football season, and two - since it is being played at 4pm on a school day more students and staff would attend because they would stay after school.  One parent in attendance at the meeting did comment on a few disadvantages to the change such as it is difficult for working parents to get to a 4pm game; Thanksgiving is a busy week; and it is difficult for the students to practice with so many other activities going on during this time.  Ms. Betz stated she will consider this in the future.  Ms. Betz reported that there were interim HSPA assessments being conducted this week in Language Arts, Math and Social Studies.  These assessments will determine how prepared students are for HSPA testing.  She also reported that the Social Studies and English teachers at PHS are becoming more informed about the HSPAs.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES / STUDENT COUNCIL:   Mr. Keith Bush reported on student activities and achievements:

· Mrs. Frantz’s AP literature class is conducting a mock trial based on Henrik Ibsen’s play A Doll’s House on Nov. 17, 18 and 21.  Students have taken on roles as attorneys, witnesses, jury members and members of the press.

· The Science Olympiad Club has grown with 44 members ranging from freshman to seniors.  The club competes with other schools.
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· The girls’ soccer team received 2nd place at state sectionals.

· The African American Club does community service at Interfaith Food Pantry in Morristown.

· The French Club is hosting and promoting National French week from Nov. 14-18.  Students decorated the school with French signs; added trivia and music during morning announcements; and sold bead bracelets for the French charity “Doctors Without Borders”.

· The Spanish Honor Society is hosting their annual toy drive from Nov. 14 through mid-December.

· The World Language Department at PHS hosted the semi-annual student exchange program with  Palencia, Spain from Oct. 6 to Oct. 25th.

· PHS’s Fall Drama is Moon Over Buffalo being performed Nov. 17 – 19 at 7pm in PHS’s  auditorium.

· The Winter Band and Choir Concert will be held on Dec. 21 at 7pm in PHS’s auditorium.

· Three PHS students were selected to the NJ All State Orchestra:  Phoebe Chou (viola); Mark Liu
(violin); and Phoebe Yu (violin).

· PHS Marching Band placed 9th in the state at the USSBA State Championships performing Somebody to Love – The Music of Queen with a score of 90.7.

Mr. Bush also reported on several Student Council activities:

· On Dec. 1, there will be a “Cards for Cause Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament” for charity.

· On Dec. 20, the 2nd annual Campus Connections evening will take place.  This is an evening where alumni return from college and discuss college life with PHS students and their parents.  The PTSA will provide light refreshments that evening. 

· This year’s homecoming dance was the most successful in the history of the school with 650 students in attendance.

It was noted that Andrew Seeber, Student Council representative and Board of Education liaison, should bring this information provided by Mr. Bush to the next Board of Education meeting. 

Frank Pogoda, Student Council representative, reported that Student Council helped to publicize the PTSA Clothing Drive and contributed items.  He stated Student Council will be glad to help with anything the PTSA needs.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Membership:  Andrea Campisano reported that to date there are 348 PTSA memberships which includes 40 staff members and 62 students.  Andrea also reported that to-date there are 147 family donations.

Audit:   The audit of the PTSA accounts for the 2010-2011 school year has been completed and tax returns have been filed.

Teacher Appreciation:  The PTSA will provide light refreshments for the Campus Connections evening.  
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Board of Education:  Jennifer reported that Dr. Seitz presented options for the 2012-2013 Budget and asked board members for priorities.  The board will make their recommendations at the next board meeting on Nov. 22.  The budget will be discussed so it is important to try and attend these meetings.  Jennifer stated that there are less high school parents at the Board of Education meetings than elementary and middle school parents.  Jennifer also stated Dr. Seitz may be scheduled to come to a PHS PTSA meeting.

Par-Troy Council:  Jennifer attended the last Par-Troy Council meeting and noted that there is only one SRO for Parsippany High, Parsippany Hills, Brooklawn and Central.  Jennifer will bring up at the next meeting for the BOE to make the decision now to take back February 21 as a possible snow day.  

Project Graduation:  Committees have been set-up and planning is underway.

OLD BUSINESS:    Jennifer will send an email in an attempt to get underclassmen parents to fill committee positions especially for those committees currently being filled by senior parents.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Fundraising:   The PTSA Clothing Drive is currently underway Nov. 15-17.  The Lia Sophia jewelry sale is also underway and a flyer is on the website. 

Membership Awards:  The following membership awards were received by the PHS PTSA at the Par-Troy Council meeting:  

· Focus On Fathers Award (2009-2010)

· Focus On Fathers Award (2010-2011)

· 10% Increase in Membership (2010-2011)

· White Oak Award (2010-2011)

HOBY Leadership Seminar:  Melissa Kelly will attend from PHS.  Samantha Pignatelli has been selected as the alternate in the event that Melissa is unable to attend.  Attendance at this seminar is funded by the PTSA.

PHS PTSA Scholarships:  There was a discussion on eligibility requirements to receive a PTSA scholarship such that in order to be eligible for a scholarship, at least one family member needs to be a PTSA member for each year the student attends PHS (or participate in the “No Sell” fundraiser/donation).    Lisa Brennan made a motion to institute a new scholarship policy tying scholarship eligibility to PTSA membership and/or family donations effective 10/1/12..  The motion was seconded by Andrea Campisano.  All were in favor.  This new policy will be communicated via email, website, a letter included with report card, and at Junior parent night. 
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Graduation Issue Update:  Dr. Seitz asked that the following be mentioned at our PTSA meeting.

Due to some inappropriate behavior at the PHHS graduation last year, it is currently being discussed as to what can be done to insure that graduation ceremonies receive the proper respect and maintain an appropriate decorum.  One consideration being looked into is to have both student and parents sign a contract which articulates appropriate behavior during graduation.  If a student violates that contract, he/she will be pulled from graduation and not be allowed to participate in Project Graduation.

Parent Connection:  A committee has been formed to create a new informal website for parents to view  information on what is going on in the district across all grade levels.  It will be created in phases with the first component to be up and running hopefully by February 2012.  

Other:  Jennifer suggested an effort get started at the high school promoting the non-use of cell phones/no texting while driving.  Mrs. Rigoli, a parent at PHS, sent a kit from AT&T (posters, printed material, video) to the BOE pertaining to a “no texting while driving” campaign.  To date there has been no response.  Jennifer gave Frank Pogoda, Student Council representative, the information from AT&T to see if Student Council would like to work on some type of campaign.  Ms. Betz will check into the AT&T information to make sure there are no issues with company sponsored programs.  It was also suggested that the non-use of cell phones be tied into Driver’s Education.

Open Mic Night will be held Feb. 3.  A notice will be sent out in January.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31pm.

Submitted by Carol Barnhart, PTSA Secretary

