PHS PTSA MEETING MINUTES
September 26, 2011
_________________________________________________________________________
The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm by PTSA President, Jennifer McVea.

Jennifer opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and introducing the PTSA officers for the 2011-2012 school year.  She also introduced Mrs. Burek, Assistant Principal, who was in attendance.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Roberta Cooper reported that the PTSA General Fund account opening balance was $9,897.40 with an available balance of $5,568.61.  There are a few outstanding expenditures that have not yet been paid.  Roberta reported that the PHS PTSA Project Graduation account balance to-date is $443.57.
MINUTES:  Minutes from the PTSA General Meeting (held on BTSN) were previously distributed electronically and also available at this meeting.  There were no questions or comments regarding the minutes and they were approved as written.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Carol Barnhart reported there were four thank-you notes from recipients of PTSA scholarships and a letter from Roberta Cooper, President of CMS PTSA, thanking Jennifer McVea and Donna Saiewitz for assisting with membership signups at CMS BTSN.  All correspondence was available for review.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Ms. Betz stated the school year is off to a smooth start.  Ms. Betz then asked Mrs. Burek to report on recent and upcoming activities.  Mrs. Burek stated Frosh Night went very well and it was a nice way to welcome the freshman students.  She also reported that the US Navy Band held a master class for the PHS school band after school.  Mrs. Burek stated that she is working with school club advisors to setup activities to reinforce the theme of HIB. The Sticks & Stones Program developed by the Bergen County Prosecutor’s office which focuses on bullying will be shown to the freshman class.  This is the third freshman class to view the program; therefore, all but the current seniors have viewed this program.  There will be a homecoming game, homecoming dance and Making Strides for Breast Cancer Walk in October.  Mrs. Burek announced that the ED Alert system will be used to remind those who are signed-up about certain school events such as Senior Parent Night, which is also being held in October.
STUDENT COUNCIL:   Andy Seeber, who is the Student Council representative, as well as the Board of Education liaison, reported that Frosh Night was a success.  Frosh Night is a night of games where the seniors team up with the freshman students and compete with other senior/freshman teams.  He explained the purpose of Frosh Night is to make the freshman students feel more comfortable in the school by getting to know the upper classmen.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Membership:  Andrea Campisano reported that after BTSN there were 55 memberships and 27 family donations.  She also stated she has a large number of memberships and family donations that have not yet been processed.  Ms Betz interjected that Mrs. Delgado is on maternity leave, and that Mr. Keith Bush will be attending future meetings and will assist in getting more staff memberships to join the PTSA.
Audit:   Carol Barnhart reported that she and Linda Walstedt conducted an audit of the PTSA accounts for the 2010-2011 school year and found them to be in order.  A tax return will be completed and filed as required by the state.

Teacher Appreciation:  Andrea Campisano reported that the breakfast went well and there was plenty of food as always.  She thanked everyone who contributed to the breakfast.  Andrea also thanked those who setup hospitality for BTSN.

Board of Education:  Jennifer stated that our PTSA does not currently have a Board of Education representative and we need a representative or two to attend the BOE meetings.  Jennifer attended the last meeting which was held at Northvail School.  The BOE meetings will be alternating between one of the district’s  local schools and the board office.

Project Graduation:  Ellen Jones, Coordinator, stated that Project Graduation is 6/20/12.  It will be held at the Woodbridge Community Center & YMCA again this year.  After graduation, the students return to the school in the evening, have pizza and head down to Woodbridge.  There are various activities for them to participate in as well as food during the night.  When the students return to school in the very early morning, they have a light breakfast.  This is a drug and alcohol free night to keep students safe the evening of graduation. Together PHS and PHHS have one big mailing requesting donations from local businesses.  Those donations are then divided between the two schools.  Seniors are asked to contribute $55 towards Project Graduation; the actual cost per student is approximately $110.  There will be several fundraisers such as Cash for Gold and the school clothing sale to help fund Project Graduation.  The school clothing sale is currently in progress and order forms are available online.  The first Project Graduation meeting will be October 19.  Any parent can help out; you do not have to be a senior parent.

OLD BUSINESS:    PHS PTSA, in coordination with CMS, collected a large donation of school supplies which were distributed confidentially through the guidance office to Lake Hiawatha flood victims.  Ms. Betz stated that 77 families in our school were directly impacted by the flood.
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NEW BUSINESS:

HIB (Harassment, Intimidation & Bullying):  Ms. Betz presented a PowerPoint presentation explaining the new law in NJ which prohibits harassment, intimidation and bullying (HIB).  Mrs. Suzanne Olimpio is the district’s Anti-Bullying Coordinator.  Each school in the district has an Anti-Bullying Specialist and a school safety team.  The HIB presentation was shown to the student body at the beginning of this school year.  You can read all about the procedures and regulations of HIB on the Parsippany-Troy Hills school district website.
Rachel’s Challenge:  Mrs. Burek spoke about a program called Rachel’s Challenge.  This program will be presented to all students of both Parsippany High School (on October 19th) and Parsippany Hills High School (on October 20th ).  Several students from each high school will also attend a leadership training session in conjunction with this program.  This program will also be presented the evening of October 20th at Parsippany Hills High School for parents, students and any member of the community.  Rachel Scott was the first person killed in the Columbine High School shootings. Through Rachel’s compassion and the writings in her diaries, students are motivated to take the challenge to make a positive change in the way they treat others.
Fundraising:   Jennifer discussed PTSA fundraising at PHS.  Family donations are the bulk of our fundraising.   The PTSA runs some fundraisers such as clothing drives, Market Day, Lia Sophia jewelry sale (will be held at the Nov. PTSA meeting), and restaurant nights.  The PTSA also sponsors Open Mike Night which showcases our students’ talents.  Donna Saiewitz will coordinate this event again this year.

PTA Reflections:  This is a competition to recognize the arts sponsored by the National PTA.  Students submit their own creative “work” from seven different categories.  The theme this year is “Diversity Means”.  You can get more information at the website www.njpta.org.  Jen stated if anyone is interested in coordinating this project to let her know.  Ms. Betz will let the lead teachers know also at the next lead teachers’ meeting. 

Student PTSA Membership:  Jennifer suggested that all students have the opportunity to join the PTSA.  This was started last year but really didn’t get going.  Ms. Van Wingerden has forms available for students to join and Andrea Campisano also has the forms.  The forms will be made available on the PTSA website.

Other:  Jen stated that we will need help with some of the PTSA committees especially hospitality.  Donna Scarmazzo will take over membership next year.  Donna Saiewitz could use help with Open Mike Night, and we need coordinators for restaurant nights.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.
Submitted by Carol Barnhart, PTSA Secretary
