Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Education

Board Notes 11-21-19
The following information contains highlights from the November 21, 2019 Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Education
Work Session and meeting. For complete Bulletin from this meeting, please check the district website.

Superintendent’s Report





2018-2019 Financial Report presented for fiscal year ending June 30, 2019
Project Graduation Coordinators from PHS and PHHS presented the 2019 Report
Parsippany Education Foundation presented their grant award of $16,853.14
Transportation Summary and FAQs discussed (attached)

Communications
 Ten individuals approved for Travel and Conferences
 Gifts to the District approved
 Policies approved at 2nd of two Readings:
Policy 4219 – Commercial Driver’s License Controlled Substance and Alcohol Use Testing
Policy and Regulation 8600 – Student Transportation
Policy and Regulation 8630 – Bus Driver/Bus aide Responsibility
Policy 8670 – Transportation of Special Needs Students
 Policies approved at 1st of two readings:
Policy 1642 – Earned Sick Leave
Policy 3351 – Healthy Workplace Environment
Policy 4351 – Healthy Workplace Environment

Curriculum/Technology
 Student Teachers approved
 Professional Development Facilitators approved

Human Resources





Approval of the resignation of the below employees:
 Christina Long, Paraprofessional at Troy Hills Elementary School, effective November 25, 2019.
 Jeyadevi Bath Janardhanan, Noontime Aide at Eastlake Elementary School, effective November 21, 2019
Approval the employment of the below employee:
 Jeyadevi Bath Janardhanan, Paraprofessional at Eastlake Elementary School, effective November 22, 2019.
 Gajalakshmi Shrikant, Noontime Aide at Knollwood Elementary School, effective November 22, 2019.
 Jonnalyn Bodow, Noontime Aide at Knollwood Elementary School, effective November 25, 2019.
Approval of PTHEA Revised Salaries for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020.

Pupil Personnel Services
 Student Assistance, ABA Trained Paraprofessionals approved
 Vendor approval, Home Instruction additions/changes approved
 HIB Report approved

Finance/Facilities
 Acceptance of CAFR, approval of correction plan approved
 School Bus evacuation Drills approved
 Disposal of Broken/outdated equipment approved

The next Board of Education meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting
to be held at the Dr. Frank A. Calabria Education Center, 292 Parsippany Road, Parsippany. Please review the
agenda that will be posted on the website and consider attending.

PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS
SUMMARY REVIEW MEMO
FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT (2007)
November 2019
Submitted by Members of the Transportation Committee of the Board of Education
Chair: Mr. Matthew DeVitto
Board of Education Members: Mr. Tim Berrios, Ms. Alison Cogan, Ms. Deborah Orme
Administration: Ms. Robin Tedesco, Business Administrator, and Dr. Barbara Sargent, Superintendent of Schools

In response to requests from several parents regarding courtesy and subscription busing, the Transportation
Committee of the Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Education District Policy undertook the following steps:
§ Conducted a review of district policies and regulations governing transportation;
§ Consulted mandates from the NJ Department of Education and NJ Administrative Code (NJSA
18A:39 and NJAC 6A:27);
§ Reviewed the Traffic Report prepared by the BOE Transportation Committee in 2007;
§ Reviewed the Hazardous Grid prepared by the Transportation Committee and currently employed in
determining hazardous route decisions;
§ Met with Mr. Gordon Meth, former Traffic Engineer for the Township of Parsippany-Troy Hills and
consultant to the Transportation Committee that developed the Traffic Report in 2007;
§ Requested updated traffic data for areas of town cited by parents as being of concern (specifically,
Vail Road in the area of Central Middle School, Vail Road at the intersection of Baldwin Road, and
Vail Road as it leads to Beverwyck Road).
§ Requested cost estimates for providing courtesy busing for students who reside more than .5 miles
from school, and more than 1.0 miles from school.
§ Consulted surrounding districts of comparable size to understand their transportation practices.
As a result of these studies, it is the recommendation of the Transportation Committee that the Hazardous
Route Grid continues to be a relevant and viable resource in helping to determine hazardous route
identification in Parsippany-Troy Hills Township. Further, given budget constraints placed upon school
communities by the state, the committee believes it is not financially possible to either adjust walking route
distances or offer courtesy busing at this time.
The committee recommends that the district’s transportation policies and protocols be reviewed bi-annually.

Parsippany-Troy Hills Township School District
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Transportation
2019-20

What is the current policy on student transportation?
The district is in compliance with NJ Administrative Code 18A: 39-1 in that district transportation is provided to
elementary students who live a walking distance of 2.0 miles or greater from home to school, middle school students
who live a walking distance of 2.0 miles or greater from home to school, and high school students who live a walking
distance of 2.5 miles or greater from home to school.

Is it a district's responsibility to provide transportation for students who live within the established walking
distance from school when hazardous road conditions exist?
Boards of education are not required by law to provide busing for students who live within the established walking
distance from school even for safety reasons. However, boards are permitted, at their own discretion and expense, to
provide transportation for students who reside within the established walking distance from school and may charge the
student's parents or legal guardians for this service. Municipalities may also contract with boards of education for this
service and charge the parents. This transportation service is called Subscription Busing.

How much does Subscription Busing cost?
The projected cost per student would be $1000 annually.

How is the Subscription Busing cost determined?
A single bus route costs between $40,000 and $60,000. A full-sized school bus holds 52 students. The rate of $1000
per student would not include driver salary and would need to be further determined. A less-than-capacity bus would
yield a higher annual per-student cost. School districts that offer subscription busing at a lower rate have embedded
that cost into their base budget. Parsippany-Troy Hills School District has not budgeted for any portion of subscription
busing.

What is the practice in other districts of similar size?
Somerset County District of 7300 students
The district has provided courtesy busing for a least a decade and built the cost into the base budget. The estimated
cost for this courtesy bussing is approximately $4.7 million annually. As a result of state aid reduction and major
budget restraints, the district eliminated courtesy busing for high school students who live less than two miles from the
high school in certain areas. This saved approximately $275,000.

Somerset County K-12 District of 8600 students
The district does not offer subscription busing. Courtesy busing is provided with bulk of courtesy falling under
"Hazardous" which is then paid for by the Township/Borough.

Morris County K-12 District of 3600 students
The district provides minimal courtesy busing to one section of the township where they feel it is appropriate. In most
cases, the district does not provide courtesy busing.

Morris County K-12 District of 5200 students
The district does not offer subscription busing and has never explored it.

What does ‘hazardous route’ mean and how does the district manage this?
A hazardous route, as defined by NJAC 18A:39-1.5, shall be any roadway where a combination of factors determine
that it is not an appropriate route for school children walking to school. Within the purview of the Parsippany-Troy
Hills Township Board of Education, a hazardous route has been defined as any road section having a score of 40 or
more under the criteria defined herein.
A Transportation Committee convened in 2007, and re-affirmed in 2019, determined that the definition of ‘hazardous’
would be defined as it relates to pedestrians only. The following criteria are considered in assessing a street or road as
hazardous:
§ T
 raffic volume

§ B
 ridges or overpasses

§ V
 ehicle velocity

§ T
 rain tracks or trestles

§ T
 he presence or lack of walkways

§ H
 ighway or arterial road crossings

§ L
 imited sight distances

§ Q
 uality of street lighting

§ D
 rop offs

§ W
 idth of street

What would be the estimated cost for the district to implement courtesy busing?
If the district was to provide busing for students who live .5 to 1.99 miles from home to school, an estimated 1710
students would qualify for transportation. This number of students would be equivalent to approximately 38 additional
to/from bus routes (condensed to 19 tiered routes) and would cost the district an estimated $1,231,200.
If the district was to provide busing for students who live 1 to 1.99 miles from home to school, an estimated 848
students would qualify for transportation. This number of students would be equivalent to approximately 18 additional
to/from bus routes (condensed to 8 tiered routes and 2 stand alone routes) and would cost the district an estimated
$626,760.

Who is responsible for safe travel along public roadways or walkways?
Safety along public roadways and walkways is a municipal responsibility. It is for this reason that municipalities install
sidewalks, traffic signals and signs, and paint crosswalks. Pursuant to section 40A:9-154.1 of New Jersey statute,
school crossing guards are appointed by the municipality and are under the supervision of the chief of police or other
chief law enforcement officer. The Parsippany Police Department has always been extremely responsive to safety
concerns related to student pedestrian traffic.

Has a recent traffic study been conducted?
A traffic study would be the responsibility of the township. Part of the town’s Master Plan includes recommendations
to improve sidewalk connectivity in Parsippany, particularly at key nodes of activity such as schools, bus stops, and
retail areas. At the request of the Superintendent, the Parsippany Police Department conducted a traffic count for the
following locations:
❏ Baldwin Road approaching Vail Road from Route 46: Highest morning/afternoon count (772) corresponded
with a rating of “5” on the Hazardous Grid.
❏ Vail Road approaching Baldwin Road from North Beverwyck Road: Highest morning/afternoon count (819)
corresponded with a rating of “5” on the Hazardous Grid.
❏ Vail Road approaching Baldwin Road from Central Middle School: Highest morning/afternoon count (1072)
corresponded with a rating of “10” on the Hazardous Grid.
❏ Vail Road near Central Middle School (eastbound and westbound lanes): Highest morning/afternoon count
(1231) corresponded with a rating of “10” on the Hazardous Grid
Traffic count conducted during the first week of October 2019, Monday through Friday, between 7:00 and 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 and 5:00 p.m.

