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GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Hello, Parsippany Families! 
Thank you for helping us have a terrific opening to the 2019-20 school year. 
The fall season has been filled with students acclimating to new teachers and 
schedules, exciting athletic and extracurricular events, and our re-
engagement with important Strategic Planning goals. 

A full description of our District Goals can be viewed on the district website at 
www.pthsd.k12.nj.us and includes objectives related to: 

 Student leadership 
 Elementary math instruction 
 Strings instruction for elementary students 
 Exposure to online courses at both high schools 
 Increased STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) 

opportunities at all grade levels 
 Dual enrollment for our high school 11th and 12th graders at area colleges 

All of these goals have my full attention but I cannot help but be especially 
excited about expanding music instruction for our elementary students. As a 
former flautist, Drum Major in my high school marching band (that’s me in 

the photo below!), and member of the Rutgers Marching 
Band, I know the camaraderie, leadership, and academic 
benefits associated with music instruction and ensemble per-
formances. It was a positive experience for me – and I love 
to see the energy of our PHS and PHHS Marching Bands at 
football games and competitions and our student musicians 
in concert. 

Our students have many avenues available to them in aca-
demics, athletics, visual and performing arts, and service 
learning in our Parsippany-Troy Hills classrooms. This is an 
outstanding school community and we are committed to 
providing rich educational experiences to all our 
students. 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

      

 
        

       
      

   

 
  

  
   
  
  
      

 
     

             
    

     
      

    
   

        
        

     
 

     
    

    
       

  
 

   
        

     
             

         
            

  
  

   
   

  
   

 

IMAGINE. CREATE. LEAD. NJSBA WORKSHOP 2019 
Members of the Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Education, along with Superintendent Dr. Barbara Sargent, attended 
the New Jersey School Board Association Workshop—Imagine. Create. Lead. on October 21-24 in Atlantic City. 
To be truly effective leaders, you need the right tools, training, resources, and support. That’s what NJSBA Workshop 
is all about! It is the largest and most comprehensive professional development event for school leaders in New Jersey.  
The conference offered training, networking and events for the entire district team. Board members received Board 

Member Academy credits toward 
achieving certification; and our 
Board members earned credits for 
attendance at Action Labs, Mandated 
Training sessions, the Labor Rela-
tions Mini Workshop and the School 
Law Forum to name a few. 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


  

   

       
      

  
            

 

          
    

       
  

      
       

      
      

 

        
   

         
 

       
         

         
         

 

          
      

       
  

    
      

 

 

 

LAKE HIAWATHA SCHOOL 

The school year has gotten off to a wonderful start at Lake Hiawatha! 

Our preschoolers are very busy making new friends, learning each other’s name, and enjoying sto-
ries, songs, centertime, and playground. They are also learning important rules and routines like 
walking in line, unpacking belongings, following schedules, opening snack, and asking for help, as 
they work hard to build independence. The preschool also enjoyed a Fall Festival and a visit from 
the Lake Hiawatha Fire Department and Volunteer First Aid Squad! 

Kindergarten is a time of wonder, discovery, and growth! Our children have been learning through a 
variety of multi-sensory activities throughout the day, as they explore letters and sounds through 
Fundations, negotiate math concepts, and begin to investigate the world around them in Science. 
Kindergarteners also visited Brookhollow’s Barnyard and had a visit from Z from Sanford Harmony. 

LHS’ fantastic first graders are busy! In reading and writing, students have been exploring fiction 
and nonfiction texts and developing good reading habits. In Social Studies, children are learning 
about our community and working hard in science as engineers to solve problems and design solu-
tions. Our first graders are also learning about fire safety, how to be safe whilst Trick-or-Treating, 
and our five senses. 

Second graders are immersed in Daily 5 rotations to strengthen reading! Students will enjoy word 
work, reading to self, reading to someone, working on writing, and listening to reading. Our second 
grade writers are working hard to enhance their narrative writing and investigate pebbles, sand, and 
silt during Science. 

Third grade students enjoyed a visit from Mayor Soriano to culminate an exploration of our commu-
nity. Our students were also treated to a visit from a local dental hygienist (for National Dental Hy-
giene Month!) to share the importance of brushing and taking care of our teeth. LHS was also fortu-
nate to have the Rotary Club of Parsippany bring each and every student his/her very own diction-
ary. 

Our fourth graders are hard at work analyzing characters in fictional text through the novel The 
Tiger Rising, by Kate DiCamillo. In writing, students are composing realistic fiction as they ex-
plore the notion of a story arc. 4th graders also loved their field trip to the Sterling Mine as they ex-
plored the history and geology of this underground museum. 

Our 5th graders are enjoying departmentalization, advanced math, band, and chorus. Children have 
explored Native American regions, the Engineering Design Process, place value and multiplication, 
and started book clubs to explore themes. 

It’s been an exciting year thus far at LHS, and the best is yet to come! 
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PARSIPPANY HIGH—AP PHYSICS STUDENTS BUILD A TREBUCHET! 

Ms. Chowtavi's AP Physics student entered the Picat-
inny Arsenal Pumpkin Slinging Contest in October, 
competing against 7 other schools from Morris and 
Sussex Counties. Applying skills and concepts they 
studied in Physics class and adhering to stringent 
competition rules and regulations, multiple students 
volunteered to help design, construct and operate a 
10 foot trebuchet which they used to sling pump-
kins for maximum distance. Students demonstrated 
excellent creativity, ingenuity, perseverance and col-
laborative skills as they continuously tweaked their 
design throughout the trial-and-error process which 
culminated in the competition at the Picatinny Arse-
nal Base. 

Special thanks to Mr. Lazzari for helping with the construc-
tion, our Maintenance Dept. for transporting the trebu-
chet, the two engineers from Picatinny Arsenal for coaching 
our students, and Love Like Ashley and the Cistaro Family 
for purchasing the supplies. It was very rewarding and a 
valuable hands-on learning experience for our stu-
dents! Huge congrats to Ms. Chowtavi and our students 
Bethany Brodoc, Connor Devens, Jillian Goveas, Aneesh 
Kakirde, Neil Khare, Abinav Nayini, Pamela Paguntalan, 
Jay Patel, Sahaj Patel, Anjali Shah, Sri Hari Shankar, Tobey 
Tan, Dylan Tran, Nate Walker, Tyler Wyka, 
and Lawrence Yu. 

Mythology of Superheroes HS Elective 

This semester students are taking part in Graphic Novel 
Literature Circles. Jennifer Frantz, English teacher at 
PHS, is utilizing Pear Deck to help students participate 
in note-taking and self-led discussions on the themes of 
Graphic Novels such as Ta-Nehisi Coates’ Black Pan-
ther: A Nation Under Our Feet. Students are studying 
the parts of a graphic novel, as well as popular arche-
types and symbols within the novels. “The students are 
really passionate about these characters,” reveals Mrs. 
Frantz, “and we have a lot more planned for them this 
semester.” Future plans include writing a resume and 
cover letter for a villain and partnering with the Draw-
ing classes at PHS to create Vigilante Body Biographies. 
Mrs. Frantz added that students will also be visited by 
Rudy Agresta, professor of Animation Studies at Fairleigh Dickinson University. 
Dr. Agresta will speak about how one creates the mythology of a character. This 
semester course elective is currently available to students in grades 9-12. 
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LITTLETON SCHOOL—TOGETHER, WE CAN CHALLENGE BULLYING 

Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a significant 
impact on a child’s life well into adulthood. By making small, simple changes, 
we can break this cycle and create a safe environment for everyone. Together, 
we can challenge bullying. 

During the Weeks of Respect and Violence Awareness, there will be school/ 
classroom lessons and activities dedicated to respect and fostering a positive 
school climate. 

Littleton School will continue our Anti-Bullying Initiative for the entire school. In coordination 
with our guidance counselor, anti-bullying activities will continue throughout the month. We will 
provide students with anti-bullying information, including cyberbullying. 

Staff members are involved with ongoing discussions and meetings to recognize warning signs of 
school violence. Families may find these interactive resource websites particularly helpful: 
Keeping Our Kids Safe, Healthy and in School link, on the State of New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation website: http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/sandp/. 

The Rutgers SECD Lab https://www.secdlab.org/ guides school-based efforts on prevention, social-
emotional learning, social decision making and social problem solving, violence prevention, and 
character development. 

Let’s all take action to stop bullying everywhere! 

KNOLLWOOD SCHOOL STUDENTS READ OVER 2,153 HOURS! 
Congratulations to our Knollwood School readers who ranked highest for student participation with 
the Lake Hiawatha Public Library Reading Program! Our Knollwood students read over 2,153 hours 
this summer! On September 19, Ms. Kristen from the Lake Hiawatha Library presented our school 
with a special reading trophy. 

So how did we do it? At the end of the 2018-2019 school year, our media specialist, Ms. Halbach, pro-
moted the Lake Hiawatha Public Library Reading Program in a variety of ways. She started by teach-
ing each class about the program and displayed the reading recording sheets, modeling how easily 
they could be filled out at home during the summer. The students were made aware of the competition 
between the elementary schools and discussed how special it would be to win the trophy for Knoll-
wood School. Students were also encouraged to visit the public library over the summer not only to 
participate in the reading program but to join in the many exciting activities offered beyond reading. 

Each student who participated was entered into a special book raffle. Raffle winners won a coupon for 
lunch with the media specialist, as well as a stack of donated books to take home. The class that had 
the most participants was awarded a "Tech Recess," in which they will have the chance to go to the 
Media Center during recess and play coding games, 
Prodigy, and other educational games. All participants 
were awarded a coupon to check out one extra book 
from the school library and a bookmark. They will also 
celebrate this amazing accomplishment by having 
lunch with our school principal, Mrs. Rosa. 

What a great way to start off the school year by cele-
brating fantastic summer reading! 
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LAKE PARSIPPANY SCHOOL 

Lake Parsippany students attended our Boosterthon Kickoff assembly to 

open up our school fundraising efforts, guided by our wonderful PTA. 

The assembly allowed students to learn more about character education, 

respect, and working together 

ing to add to the fun and teamwork. We can’t wait for 

our schoolwide Fun Run. 

and further celebration 

of good character, team-

work, and school com-

munity! 

as a team in preparation for our upcoming school Fun 

Run in early November. Teachers and their classroom 

students were excited to get their Pledge-o-meters go-

ROCKAWAY MEADOW SCHOOL 

5th Grade Students Lead Parent Sessions At BTSN 

For the past few years, student volunteers have always been on hand at Back To School Night to 

serve as unofficial “tour guides” - helping parents navigate the building and get to the appropri-

ate classrooms for presentations. 
This year, some of our fifth grade 
students took on a little more re-

sponsibility. Working alongside 
Mrs. Algieri, the students showed 
parents how to login and access 
the many different online re-

sources that are available to sup-

port, enhance, and enrich our cur-

riculum. Over the course of the 
evening, many parents stopped in 
to take advantage of this tutorial. 
Thanks to our fifth graders - Mia, 

Dhara, Victor, and DJ for helping 
out! 

For those who were not able to stop in at Back To School Night, you can access this information 

by following these simple steps: 

Visit the Rockaway Meadow School website 
Click on Parents/Students 

Click on Clever 
Enter your login information 
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NORTHVAIL SCHOOL 

The Harmonious School 
…as told by Northvail 5th-grade students Sahisnu Santhosh and Angie Blair 

What is Harmony? 

Harmony is an educational program that fixes problems between students and makes peace in your 
classroom. Harmony helps to come up with solutions to problems, as well as create new friends. 
Every day, in the morning, we bring our chairs onto the rug and form a circle. Every week, the 
teacher chooses new buddies. The buddies sit together, share stories and help each other in different 
subjects. Our meet up starts off with the teacher picking two people to share a story followed by two 
kids being allowed to ask questions for each story. 

The Traveling Circus of Harmony 

At Northvail we have the Harmony Traveling Circus. 
This is a group of four students and the school coun-
selor. They travel to different classes to teach what 
harmony is and model the buddy up and meet up for 
the class. Once they are done, the class tries to do it on 
their own. 

How does Harmony affect classes? 

The effect Harmony has on a class is incredible. It 
makes a class positive, allows students to come up 
with solutions to problems, helps people to get along 
with one another, and is really fun. 

INTERVALE SCHOOL 

Intervale’s 2nd & 3rd grade GRO students learned how the incredi-

ble power of “YET” helps us turn a fixed mindset statement into a 

Growth Mindset statement! As we complet-

ed the paper challenge in our first class, 

Mrs. Cave wrote down everything that was 

said and once we finished we were able to 

see how often we used a fixed or growth 

mindset statement and how easy it was to 

use the word “YET” to make a negative into 

a positive! 

The fourth grade GRO students used teamwork to strategize 

and collaborate while chang-

ing negative, fixed mindset 

statements into positive, 

growth mindset statements 

while playing Growth Mind-

set Connect Four. 
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TROY HILLS SCHOOL 

Troy Hills Students Learning the Value of Service and Leadership 

This fall, students from Troy Hills continued our service work from last spring through a partnership 

with Grow - a - Row Farm in Pittstown, NJ. Last spring, our then third graders took part in the plant-

ing of over 1,000 seeds that grew into crops over the summer. Students returned this fall to harvest 

the string beans, as well as a plethora of cucumbers. In just two hours, our students were able to fill 

25 large boxes worth of cucumbers to be donated to local food pantries throughout northern New Jer-

sey. The rainy fall weather spoiled the chance for our 3rd graders to attend this fall but we are looking 

forward to taking all students in grades 3 - 5 to plant crops this spring. 

On Tuesday, October 22nd, students at Troy Hills School joined more than one million other students 

across the country and around the world to help break down social and racial barriers by participating 

in National Mix It Up Day. The event, launched by the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching Toler-

ance project in 2002, encourages students to sit with someone new in the lunch room for one day, but 

to incorporate the day into year-long efforts to promote a healthy school climate. Keeping with our 

theme of building student leaders, students in Grades 2 and 5 were trained to serve as peer facilitators 

of the new "mixed up" lunch tables. The students had a blast and even requested we "mix it up" more 

often. 



This year’s BMS Student Council 
dents and staff kicking off the 
POWER Providing Opportunities 

one’s Reach. Our Student Council 
this year’s NJASC State Charity, The 
cer Foundation, to assist New 
pediatric In addition, 

  
    

 
   

    
 

 

  

        
      

      
     

       
     

        
         

         
          

          
    

         
         

  

 
 

   

  
 

   
        

     
     

 
    

     
        

 

CENTRAL Implements “Jets Tackle Bullying Program” 

In support of our district’s strategic goal of providing social and emotional learning, CMS Student As-

sistance Counselor, Mr. Yarosz, and Physical Education Lead Teacher/Athletic Coordinator, Mr. 
Schmid, attended training for the “Jets Tackle Bullying Program.” The program aims to address all 
forms of bullying by raising awareness and providing resources for educators; it promotes civility, in-

clusion, and equality and features incentives for students to promote and celebrate positive social in-

teractions. CMS received a STOMP Out Bullying Toolkit with a variety of resources including a check-

list for school self assessment in the area of putting an end to bullying, information for adults and 
children about the subject and guidance for character building and peer mentoring programs. Cen-

tral has begun the Upstander of the Week Program, and three students have already been recognized 
in September. In this School Recognition Plan, one student per week is nominated for helping a peer 
in a variety of possible ways. Recipients are highlighted with a Twitter post, as well as on the video 
boards during Jets home games. Recipients also receive a t-shirt, two tickets to a Jets home game, 

and a parking pass. CMS is proud of our first three nominees for the 19-20 school year: Faith Gilles, 

Matthew Hernandez, and Robert Spero. We congratulate them and look forward to bestowing this 

recognition on many more of our students for their outstanding citizenship. 

BROOKLAWN SCHOOL 
welcomes back stu-

school-wide theme of 
- Within Every-

will be supporting 

Emmanuel Can-

Jersey families facing 

cancer. our student leaders 
host and lead a variety of school-wide events for our 
students including: school dances, BIG Night, Movie 
and Trivia Nights, and Brooklawn Bridges for our 
fifth graders in the spring. For upcoming infor-

mation at Brooklawn Middle School and NJASC, vis-

it our school webpage and click on the “Activities” 

menu tab! Thank you to our BMS Student Council Executive Board and Members at Large for 

their service to our BMS school community! 



providing the thrilled 

also featured a Reader’s Theater 
10 Eastlake staff members. This expressive 

equally by the audience and performers. 
followed by the Reader’s Oath which was 

who pledged practice positive 

  
   

    
  

  

   

 

 

  
  

  

      
        

   
       

  

  
      

    
  

  
 
  

   
  

   
   

 

     
 

  
  

 
 

 

  

  

      

   

    

       

Eastlake 

the evening fea-
5th Graders. The 
dition to 

The evening 

EASTLAKE CELEBRATES “READ ACROSS AMERICA” 

WITH FAMILY READING NIGHT 

Elementary School celebrated reading as a com m unity 
with the return of Family Reading Night in Early October. This was an 
evening of books, poetry, expressive reading and storytelling that was cele-

brated by students, staff and community. The evening fell on 
the final night of the Book Fair which was successfully orga-

nized by the Eastlake PTA. 

Coordinated by Reading Specialist Christine O’Connor, 
tured humorous poems read aloud by 19 Eastlake 4th and 

poems highlighted the oration skills of these students in ad-
 audience with many enjoyable chuckles. 

Production of “The Principal’s New Clothes” per-

enjoyed The performances 
were recited by the students 
in attendance to reading habits. The 
evening was culminated with the students and families going to vari-
ous reading stations to enjoy selected stories read to them by the 
staff. 

The Eastlake Family Reading Night was a perfect unifi-
cation of staff, students, and community working 
together to promote the cornerstone educational 
activity of reading. Both smiles and books were in high 
volume and we look forward to the students practicing 
and showing off their reading skills throughout the rest of 
the school year. 

formed by reading production was 

PARSIPPANY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL 

On September 27th, PHHS celebrated their 50th Anniversary! 

Leading up to our celebratory Pep Rally, students participated 

in a Spirit Week and contributed donations to support pediat-

ric cancer research. Our honorary captain, Sean Ries, did an 

outstanding job leading our pep rally. Sean exhibited poise and 

courage when he spoke to the student body about his own fight 

with cancer. 



 

 

          
  

       
              

         
 

         
 

     
          

           
      

       
         
          

  

         
  

        
   

 

         

   

          
          

  
      

           
  

 

        
      

       
        

     
        

     

        
          
 

        
         

          
 

        
 

class in person. 

MT. TABOR SCHOOL 

Literacy in the Spotlight at Mt. Tabor Elementary School 

Students and staff at Mt. Tabor returned in September excited to launch another school year! Reading 
and writing are critical components of our curriculum and we celebrated them in several different ways. 

This summer, 67 Mt. Tabor students participated in the summer reading program at the Parsippany-Troy 
Hills Public Library. This represents a huge increase over past years and those students were recognized 
this fall by Mrs. Toomey and Mrs. Raff. Each student’s name was read over the loudspeaker during 
morning announcements. In addition, the readers celebrated with some Italian ices and received a certifi-
cate. Many thanks to the public library for offering the summer reading program. Parsippany Public Li-
brary will be hosting an Open House for Mt. Tabor families on November 1st in the evening. 

Last spring, the fifth grade graduating class gifted Mt. Tabor Elementary School with its 
own Little Free Library. During media class, all students learned about the history of the 
Little Free Library, as well as other types of libraries such as bookmobiles and the biblio-
burros in South America. Mrs. Raff shared a book called Little Libraries, Big Heroes by 
Miranda Paul and illustrated by John Parra, that tells the story of Todd Bol, the founder 
of the free library movement. There are more than 75,000 mini-libraries all over the 
world! The motto of the organization is “Take a Book, Share a Book.” Stop by Mt. Tabor 
and visit our Little Free Library. Take a book and/or make a donation. 

In October, members of the Rotary Club came to Mt. Tabor and presented every third grade student with 
their own dictionary. 
pointed out a list of the longest words in the English language. During media, students learned about No-
ah Webster who wrote the very first American dictionary,. 
tionary scavenger hunt. Thank you to the Rotary Club for their generosity. 

Our third graders were very excited to browse the contents while the Rotarians 

Then the third graders participated in a dic-

On Friday, October 11th, three different classes had the opportunity to Skype with authors in the Media 
Center in honor of International Day of the Girl (#GirlPowerHour). Mrs. Raff arranged Skype visits with 
the following authors: Jamie Sumner (Roll With It), Jackie Yeager (The Crimson Five series) and Hannah 
Carmona (Beautiful, Wonderful, Strong Little Me). Students in Mrs. Staples’, Mrs. De Marco’s and Ms. 
Breslauer’s classes interacted with the authors and learned a great deal about the creative process behind 
writing a book. All three authors were impressed by the questions posed by the students. 

Ms. Migliazza’s first grade class connected with New Jersey author Annie Silvestro as part 
of the program #KidsNeedMentors. Ms. Silvestro volunteered to partner with Ms. 
Migliazza’s students during the school year to discuss reading and writing. She mailed the 
class several of her books, and in preparation for the Skype. Mrs. Raff helped the students 
create a list of questions. During the Skype, Ms. Silvestro read Bunny’s Book Club and pa-
tiently answered many questions. In a future meeting, the first graders will share their 
own original writing with the author. In the spring Ms. Silvestro has promised to visit the 

The Mt. Tabor PTA hosted the Fall Scholastic Book Fair in October, always a favorite 
event. Thank you to the PTA for their time and effort on this worthy endeavor. The Mt. 
Tabor PTA is also running a Birthday Book Program that allows families to donate money 
for a book to be presented to the library in honor of a student’s birthday or special event. 
Students will be able to select a book and have a label placed inside the cover to com-
memorate the donation. This is a great way to help expand the library’s collection of 
books. 

We are looking forward to planning more events and activities to promote the love of reading in our 
school community. 



Rotarians from the Parsippany Troy Hills Rotary Club have 

schools distributing dictionaries to our Third Graders! 

their vocabularies and reading skills as good writers 

sonally delivers the books and lets the children 

school year, but they are their own personal book 

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

        

 

- been making the rounds of our elementary 

Their goal is to assist our students in expanding 

and creative thinkers! The Rotary Club always per-

know that the books are to use as reference through the 

 to take home. 



~---------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------, 

Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools 
Special Education Parent Advisory Committee 

(Formerly Parents of Exceptional Children-PEC) 

jPlease join us on: 
Tuesday, November 12-10:00 AM 

Dr. Frank A. Calabria Education Center 
292 Parsippany Road. Parsippany 

Topic: PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Join us to discuss curriculum/instruction 
taking place, review the special services 
provided to students , and talk generally 
about life after Preschool. 

Special Education Parent Advisory Committee (formerly PEC) is 
a Parsippany district-wide organi:ation devoted to 

the needs of our Special education students . 

We are a support group, an information network, and an advoca
cy group. C>uring the school year we provide programs of interest 

to parents and caregivers . 

All Parents are 

welcome! 




